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Tscherim Soobzokov served Nazi Germany, Jordan, and the United States in 
succession. He worked for the CIA for about seven years (1952-59). Severely injured by 
a pipe bomb placed outside his house in Paterson, New Jersey on August 15, 1985, he 
died three weeks later. His still unsolved murder was likely connected with his 
controversial past, illuminated in his newly declassified CIA file and other related files. 

In August 1942 an SS or SD (Security Service) officer with German forces 
invading the North Caucasus Mountain region of the Soviet Union recruited Soobzokov. 
He then became chief of police in his home town of Tachtamukai and a member of the 
Field Gendarmerie. He later mentioned that he was attached to SS troops. 1 Eventually, 
under the pressure of repeated CIA polygraph examinations, he also conceded that he had 
participated in an execution commando and had searched North Caucasian villages for 
Jews and Komsomol (Young Communist) members. 2 

In 1943-44 Soobzokov recruited reliable Circassians for an SS-sponsored 
Caucasian Legion. In early 1945 he received appointment as a first lieutenant in the 
Waffen-SS, the military branch of the SS. 



1 SA John Joseph Reid, Jr. to SAC, Newark, December 5, 1961, National Archives and Records 

Administration (NARA), Record Group 65, Classification 105, Box 168, HQ 105-7 1208-Bulky 13. It 
appears that the Waffen-SS Division Wiking was the first German unit to reach the region in which 
Tachtamukai was located. Erich Kern, Per grosse Rausch: das Buch der Ostfront (Waiblingen, 1950), 91- 
92. " ' “ 

2 A German wartime document, a copy of which is in Soobzokov’s CIA file, shows that he was authorized 
to search all villages in the area. See attached document. Soobzokov’s admission that his purpose was to 
look for Jews and Komsomol members is first mentioned explicitly in a July 19, 1974 memo written by 
Soobzokov’s former supervisor in the CIA. The date when Soobzokov admitted it is not clear from the file, 
which is incomplete. There are, however, earlier hints of his purpose in Soobzokov’s 1958 Biography of an 
Emigrant, a copy of which is also in NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov Name File. The CIA polygraphed 
Soobzokov seven times; four of the exam findings survive in this newly declassified file. 





With the help of the International Refugee Organization, he and a group of about 
200 Circassians emigrated from Italy to Jordan in 1947. Soobzokov worked for a time as 
an agricultural engineer for the Iraq Petroleum Company and then for the city of Amman. 

The CIA recruited Soobzokov (who was given the codename “Nostril”) in Jordan 
as an informant and as a spotter of Circassians who might be sent on missions to infiltrate 
the Soviet Caucasus. After he was polygraphed, a CIA official noted in early 1953: 
“Subject has consistent and pronounced reactions to all questions regarding war crimes, 
and is, no doubt, hiding a number of activities from us on that point.” But “clear 
evidence of a war crimes record might also serve as a possible control.” 3 Given CIA 
employment in Jordan for several years, Soobzokov continued to work part-time for the 
CIA after he emigrated to the U. S. with his family in June 1955. In August 1958 
Soobzokov also began to serve as a source for the FBI. 4 

Another CIA polygraph and debriefing of Soobzokov led a CIA examiner to 
determine that he “was an incorrigible fabricator . . . who could not afford to tell the 
complete truth about his past without seriously jeopardizing his future.” As a result, 
Soobzokov was severed from CIA in January I960. 5 

Nonetheless, Soobzokov obtained American citizenship. On Sept. 27, 1960 and 
December 6, 1960 the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) asked CIA for any 
derogatory information on Soobzokov in its files. CIA responded that they had no 
derogatory information on Soobzokov that would preclude his naturalization. 6 

3 Chief of Base, Pullach to Chief, NR, March 19, 1953, NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov Name File 

4 SAC Newark to Director FBI, Aug. 27, 1958, NARA, RG 65, Classification 105, Box 168. 

5 Chief, Interrogation Research Division, CIA, to Chief, Security Support Division, December 14, 1959, 
NARA, RG 263, Soobzokov Name File. See attached document excerpt. 

6 He became an American citizen on April 17, 1961. NARA, RG 85, Soobzokov INS File. See attached 
document. 
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